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“Highly readable…Chomsky builds his arguments carefully, substantiates claims with 
appropriate documentation and answers expected counterclaims. [He] brings together 
many themes he has mined in the past, making this cogent and provocative book an 
important addition to an ongoing public discussion about U.S. policy. 

—Publishers Weekly

“For anyone wanting to find out more about the world we live in… there is one simple 
answer: read Noam Chomsky.”  

—The New Statesman, “12 Great Thinkers of Our Time”

“Reading Chomsky is like standing in a wind tunnel. With relentless logic, he bids us 
to listen closely to what our leaders tell us—and to discern what they are leaving 
out…Agree with him our not, we lose out by not listening.” 

 —Business Week
oam Chomsky, who The New York Times called “the most important intellectual alive” 

nd The New Yorker described as “one of the greatest minds of the twentieth century,” 

ffers a provocative, penetrating, and challenging attack on America’s pursuit of global 

mpire. His most urgent and sweeping original work in years, HEGEMONY OR 

URVIVAL: America’s Quest for Global Dominance (Metropolitan Books; November 

, 2003; $22.00) dissects the U.S. government’s unilateralist policies—from regime 

hange to the militarization of space, from the dismantling of international agreements to 

reemptive wars—all of which are putting our nation and the world at risk.  

rawing on an astonishing range of documentation, Chomsky shows how the U.S. has 

ong sought to stake out the globe, a process intensified by the current Bush administration.  

e explains that this “grand imperial strategy” leads to a stark choice: between “two 

rajectories in current history—one aiming toward hegemony and threatening survival; the 

ther dedicated to the belief that ‘another world is possible.’ Which trajectory will 

ominate, no one can foretell. The pattern is familiar throughout history; a crucial 

ifference today is that the stakes are higher.”  

-over- 
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Scrutinizing the Cuban missile crisis, the bloody aftermath of the U.S. invasion of Iraq, the 

Middle East road map, and the “war on terrorism” among other crucial moments in recent 

history, Chomsky offers a complete picture of the world in which we now find ourselves.  

As debate about America’s international role becomes ever more charged, Chomsky’s 

clear-eyed analysis, cutting through opinion, lies, and propaganda, is indispensable. 

 

Lucid and rigorous, HEGEMONY OR SURVIVAL is Chomsky’s most accessible work 

to date.  A definitive statement from one of the world’s most influential political thinkers, 

certain to provoke widespread discussion, Chomsky’s latest book is an invaluable 

contribution to our understanding of the nature of power, of American power in particular, 

and of the challenges we face.  

 
 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
Noam Chomsky is the author of numerous bestselling works, from American Power and 
the New Mandarins to 9-11. A professor of linguistics and philosophy at MIT, he is widely 
credited with having revolutionized modern linguistics. He lives in Lexington, 
Massachusetts.  

 

 
ABOUT THE AMERICAN EMPIRE PROJECT: 
HEGEMONY OR SURVIVAL is the first title in Metropolitan Books’ American Empire 
Project, a new line of provocative and critical books that will focus on the increasingly 
high cost of America’s foreign policies. Written by this country’s leading thinkers, these 
books will examine the United States’ turn to empire-building and the domestic and 
international consequences that follow.  Forthcoming books in the project include The 
Sorrows of Empire: Militarism, Secrecy, and the End of the Republic by Chalmers 
Johnson, author of the bestselling Blowback, as well as Michael Klare’s Blood and Oil: 
The Dangers and Consequences of America’s Growing Petroleum Dependency. 
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